8/23/2023 


Dear Senator Alex Padilla, 


For years, SeaWorld has held social beings captive in tiny concrete 
containers. This lack of space causes them to become very stressed and 
ruins their lives. My name is Matthew Yang and I am writing to ask you to 
introduce a new bill to make it illegal for orca whales to be held captive. 


The tiny little concrete containers orcas are kept in are not much more than 
a bathtub to them. They often chew and crash into the gates and walls of 
their enclosures. However, seaside sanctuaries have already been built. 
SeaWorld still refuses even though moving the whales to the existing 
sanctuaries is relatively easy. Corky, a killer whale captured in 1965, 
performs regularly at SeaWorld. He was attacked multiple times by stressed 
partners. He also bangs and chews at his enclosure. 


This abuse of the whales causes lots of stress on them. The orcas chew toxic 
paint chips. Lots of crushed paint resides on the teeth of the orcas. To keep 
the teeth clean, the staff drills holes in the orcas' teeth without anesthetics, 
so the whales suffer from pain while their teeth are being drilled. Also, the 
paint chips can toxicate the whales, especially in the older tanks, where the 
paint might contain lead. Some whales have bent dorsal fins because the 
dorsal fin stays above the water more often. Since they have nowhere to go, 
they must stay above the water level. The skin of an orca degrades when it 
is exposed to warm air. Also, some of them have brain damage from 
banging against the side of their tanks. 


“Welcome to Double Bay,” said Paul Spong, who has studied captive and 
wild killer whales for decades, with a smile. “This, I think, would be a 
terrific home for Corky.” (ecowatch.com, What Freedom Could Look Like for 
SeaWorld's Killer Whales) Paul Spong, a marine mammal scientist, said that 
Double Bay is a better place than SeaWorld's tiny little tanks. A bay has 
more space for the whales to enjoy. It also gives them prey to hunt. There 
are lots of plants for them to hide in. These all add together to make a 
better environment for the whales to live in. Also, the more room means 
that the whales won't be forced to stick their dorsal fins above the water, 
which makes them degrade and fall over. They will be able to avoid the 
injury that the performances cause to them. 


So, the best way to relieve the whales’ suffering at SeaWorld is to move 
them to seaside sanctuaries and stop forcing them to perform at shows. So, 
please try to introduce a new bill to make it illegal for orcas to be held 


captive. That way all orcas held captive in California will be released to 
seaside sanctuaries. Please reply. Thank you for reading this letter and 
considering introducing a bill. 


Sincerely, 


Matthew Yang 


